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committee, when perhaps safeguards
sufficiently strong can be set up. Ther-e
is a vast amount of land in this Country
which I don't think can be settled unles s
purchased by the State ;but except the
operations are properly and honestly ad-
ministered, as they will be no doubt by
the present Government, I can see very
great harm indeed. I have felt it my
duty to point these things out, but I will
go so far as to say that I am prepared to
vote for the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6.36 o'clock,

p.m., until next day.

!eerislafib,~set~
THURSDAY, 23RD JULY, 1896.

Powers of Attorney Bill; third reading-
.Agricultural Bank Act Anzendaient
Bill ; third reading-Streets and Roads
Closure Bill; second readingj-A gricul-
tural Lands Purchase Bill; in commnitlee
-A djournmzent.

The Speak-er took the chair it 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

POWERS OF ATTORNEY BILL.

THIRD READING.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

THIRD READING.
Read a third tine, and transmitted to

Legislative Council.

STREETS AND ROADS CLOSURE
(EASTERN RAILWAY) BILL.

SECOND READING.
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): In moving
the second reading of the Bill, it is only
just for mec to say that most of the pro-
visions in the Bill, which are included
in the schedule, are merely formal ;for
the reason that these roads, especially
those named in schedules 1. 2, and 3,
have been, for a number of years, closed
against tr-affic. A communication in
reference to them has been made with
the municipality of North Frenmantle,
and no objection has been raised by that
body to the closure proposed in the Bill.
I may say that where a closure will, in
any degree, interfere with traffic, it is
proposed to deal with the traffic by
making provision for it. For instance, in
Section 3 of the schedule, where it is
proposed to close a portion of Pensioner-
road, at North Fremantle, by diverting
the traffic, another road to meet the re-
quirements of that traffic wvill be made.
With regard to Section 4 of the schedule,
referring to the closing of part of Ken-
sington-lane, in the city of Perth, nie
objection seems to have been taken to it
by the municipality of Perth ; but with
r-egard to Section 5 of the schedule,
a communication has been received froni
the City Council, asking that an overhead
bridge be placed at the junction of this
road with the railway, leading into Roe-
street; but, owing to the very steep)

inbanlinent which occurs there, and
which prevents the carrying out of the
City Council's request, an overhead bridge
cannot be made. It is a lane that is not
much used, and has, for a number of
years, been blocked against traffic. What
little traffic there is consists of people
crossing from this lane and passing
through the railway reserve, then
getting through the fences which cut off
the Coin intuication between Roe-streetand
other streets in West Perth. Therefore,
it has not been found necessary to make
an overhead bridg e at that place. As I
do not intend to ask the House to con-
sider this Bill in Committee immediately,
and as, no doubt, there are some lion.
members here to watch the interests of
the city, if there aire any objections
there will be aniple time to Consider
them. With regard to Section 6 of the
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schedule, it was proposed to close tbe
portion of Cia isebrook-street mentionedl
in the schedule, but since thou some
al-rangement has been arrived at
which, I think, wvill meet with the
approval of the City Council, for
closing, a portion of Edward - street
instead. I feel sure this arrangement
will meet all requirements, and satisfy
the City Council. I intend to lay on the
table a plan showing what is proposed to
be done, and shall hie glad to receive
from hon. members any suggestion or
objection which may be thought necessary,
and will, as far as possie, answer themn.
Ron. members will see from the plan
that the closing of Edward-street, and
the -openiing of a, street froma Edward-
street to Olaisebrook-road, will meet the
requirements of the city. Sections 7, 8,
9, and 10 of the schedule all refer to
closures made somse years agyo, and are
merely formal. They are included in the
Bill now to enable the streets to be
permanently closed, and the rilghts-of-
way7 which have existed to be vested in
the Crown. In asking that these streets
be closed, I think no hardship will be
inflicted on the public, for the reason
that most of these streets have not been
used for many years. With the excep-
tion of the portion of Claisebrook-road
which I have mentioned, I think very little
objection can lie raised to the Bill in any
particular. As I do not intend to ask-
the House that this Bill shall be con-
sidered in Couimittee until Tuesday next,
there will be opportunity for hon.
mneubers to inspect the plan, and look
into tile particulars. J beg, to move that
the Bill be now read a second time.

Ma. GEORGE : I do not propose to
say, at this stage. very much in reference
to this Bill as to its particulars, but I
think it emphasises what I said in my
few remarks on the Address-in-Reply, as
to the great necessity for Bills Of this
nature to be circulated amiongst members
of the House before the session begins.
With regard to particular streets affect-
ing the city of Perth, it has, been the desi re
of the Railway Department to close
these streets for some considerable
timue past, and for somet'hing like
nine or ten months the department
has been in commrunication with
the City Council, endeavoring to
get their consent to tile closure. Bttt the

City Council, for reasons which, at the
i proper- t imen, I will go in to, have decl ined
Ito give their consent. I think that wheni

a Bill of this sort., that is likely to in-
terfere with the rights of the citizens of
Perth, or indeed of any other city, is
prepared by a Government department,
that Bill should be circulated amongst
members at a much earlier date than has
been done in this case. For my part, I
can see no difficulty whatever in doing
that in the case of a contemplated fim-
provement that has been chewed over by
the Works Department for many months
past. With reference to No. .5 in the
schedutle, the Commissioner says the em-
bankinent is too high to permiit of tile
erection of an over-head bridge. I do not
think it is too high. I believe it is about
four feet above the formation level, and
four feet can infoe no difference what-
ever in the construction of such a bridge.

Tux COMMISSIONER or RALWAYS: It
-will be preferable to put a subway.

MR. GEORGE: The Commissioner
will find the objection to an overhead
bridge is likely to be a departmental ob-
jection, rather than a practical one.
A bridge can be placed thlere if the de-
partment chooses to pnt it there. With
regard to Claisebrook--road, I will go into
that question when I see what the de-
partment proposes to do ; but from the
way the matter has been dealt with
hitherto, I ant very duabious as to what
the departntent really intends to do.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a. second time.

AtURIL:ULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
BILL.

IN CODXMITTvE

Clauses 1 to 6, inclusive-Agreed to.
Clause 7- Governor may purchase

lands:
Ma. ILJJINGWVORTH said he in-

tended, if the Government would consent
to this amendmnent, to propose other
amendments which would be necessary if
this ,.mendllfent, which affected the
principle of the Bill, was ad opted. Of
course, if the Government or the Oomn-
mittee were not favorable to the principle
of his amendment, it would not he nec-es-
sary- for him to nmove the further amrend-
meets ; but, if the Committee accepted his
sugrgestion, lie Would ask that pr-ogress
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be reported, in order to make the neces-
sary amndments, with the concurrence
of the Attorney-General. Seeing that it
would not be sufficient for the Land
Purchase Board to report on the suit,%-
bility of lands proposed to he purchased,
the amendment he proposed to
be made in the principle was
that such purchase should not be
finally confirmed until it had been
submitted to Parliament. It was abso-
lutely necessary, in his opinion, that this
amendment should be inserted in this
clause, for there was nothing in the Bill
to safeguard a position Of things that
might happen. They had to deal with
things as they might possibly arise; and,
while he did not wish to suggest any
reflections whatever, yet under this Bill
as it stood it would be possible for the
Governnent-not this Government, but
some other perhaps-to appoint -a coin-
ruittee, to be called the Land Purchase
Board, which would have power to recomi-
miend the purchase of lands belonging to
friends of the Government, Or relatives Of
the Government, or lands wthich memibers
of the Government themselves hiight be
financially interested in. TIbis Board
was simply the Ministry, for it would. be
appointed by the Gove-nor-ial-Counc6I, and
the Governor-in-Council was the Minis-
try. He was awarc there was a feeling
in favor of a Bill of this kind, not only
hem-cbut elsewhere; bitt, at the sonie time,
itwas one of thosermeasures that siotmld
be carefully safeguarded. If there was
to be an expenditure up to as much as
£200,000 for the purchanse of land under
this Bill, and if this money was to be
obtained from people's savings, such as
the Post-office Savings Bank moneys, it
was not too much to ask that the docu-
meats and all p~articulars wvth regard to
each pur ichase should be laid on the table
of the House before the purchase should
he finally comnpleted. Therefore, hie
moved, as an amndnment, in Iline 6 of the
clause, after the word "may," to insert
the words "subject to confirmation by
Parliamient." He desired strongly to
urge this aimendmient on the House,
being 1)rfectl v satisfied that, althmough
this Bill w'as calculated] to do a great deal
of good, it might do a, cer-tain amjount, of
hial-m, and inight open the door to sus-
picions of corrup1 tionl that Inight be Very
serious ill their effect. 'Therefore, they

could not be too careful in safeguarding
its provisions.

Tus COMAiSSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A.R. Richardson) said he
could not help thinking the hion. member
was raising anote- bogie, for the sake of
dispel-sing it again. He would ask
whether this little Bill was the only
opportunity which Governments had of
doing an 'ything extraordinary or corupt.
Governments were placed in a position
which enabled them, if so disposed, to do
lots of things. [MR. ILLINGqORTH:
They do them.] The point ivas that
Governments had to answer to Parlia-
fliolit afterwards.

MR. JLLrNGWVORTM: When the mis-
chief is done, and then it is too late.

TirE Punnin: We have been buying
land now.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Kichai-dson) said
he was aft-aid that they had been buying
a good lot, and they had to account for it.
He "'as -afraid the object of thme hion.
member was to make the Bill in-
operative-a dead letter-and that would
be a pity. Hon. members had kindly
stated they would not hlave so much
fear of what might he done tinder this
Bill if they knew the present Government
would always be in power, and if sure
that a corrupt Government miighit
not come in at some time; but the
practical answer- to that was that
the prlesent limit of the Bill
was £200,000, and whenm further
money was required for extending its
operations, Parliament would have an
opportunity for reconsidering the ques-
tion, so that the Goverm-iient could not
go beyond the limait prescribed in the
Bill. They were hopeful that a great
portion of' this £2200,000 would. b~efore
long, be applied profitallY for the pl r-
poses contemplated iii this Bill. He
moped that lioni. members would not

take the sanie ghastly view of the sub-
ject that the lion, moember for- Naninine
took, but would give the Government
credit for a, desire to do that which was
right, and in the interests of the colony.
He could not help thinking there was
nothing ill the lion. member's objection.

MR. S[MRPSON said ihe could not
understand tihe objectioni o this amend-
IPIilt. It was an exact copy ofa~ provision
which had been made in aLand Bill then
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before the Legislative Assembly of New
South Wales. Hle did not know whether
the measure had been passed yet. The
provision was inserted by the Ministry
of New South Wales, after a careful in-
spection of the systemn ruling in South
Australia, also as the res alt of their own
observation, and the conclusion arrived
at by various committees and by a coin-
mission. He really could not see any
objection to the insertion of the provision
for safeguarding this Bill. It would be
an immense safeguard in the transactions
which might take place tinder the Bill,
and would relieve the 'Ministry of a lot
of responsibility. He would su~pport the
aniendmient.

THE PREMIER~ (Hon. Sir John
Forrest) said the lion. member for
Nannine was raising an objection in this
case which might be raised against. almost
everything the Governument proposed to
do. [MR. TLLINGWVORTH:r Two wrongs
don't make a right.] The hOnL. member
seemied to think that a Board consisting
of five persons, together with five or six
mIemibers of the Government, were aid
going to conspire together in order to
purchiase land belonginga to sonic friend
or relative. That was what the lion.
membi er suggested, for hie argued
that the miembers of the Board and
thoe mienbers of tile Mlinistry might
conspire together for the sake of dloing,
sonc friendly turn to a relative or a
friend, or even to a nmemlber of the Glo-
veruint. Mlight it not be said that
members of Parliament could he got at,
if thle confirmation of any Proposed pur-
chase had to he referred to the House?
[MaL. GEORGE : Never.] His idea was
that it was ridiculous and absurd for theo
lion. member for Nannaine to c;on-
tend that mnembers of thle Govern-
mneut, responsible to this House, and
alsoan independent Board, thenmembers of
which wou!d not lie appointed the sa~me
every time, though the Board would no
doubt be a permanent body, could not he
trusted to do what was righit. Ait any
rate, the clause as it stood in this Bill
found a place in the Queensland Act, of
which this Bill was to a large extent a
copy. The Queensland Act was passed
in 1894, and bie had asked for particulars
showing the operations which took place
under the Act. The Premier of that
colony had replied that the Act had been

so short a time in operation that he was
unable to give any information ais to the
workinug and results of the measure,
other than the figures which lie forwarded
in the followingc form:-

FUECHASEs MADE VNDER THE AGRICUL-
TURAL LANDS PURCHASE-ACT oF 1894

(QUE]ENSLAND).
Glen gal Ian estate,' 6,801 acres, at 65s.

"anl acr'e. 4.387 acres selected.
' North Toolburra . 10,988 acres, at

40s, an acre. 8,959 acres selected.
"Westbrook. 9,886 acres, at 48s. an

"acre. 5,888 acres selected.
"losewood, 6,160 acres, at 72s. Gd.

Jan acre. 610 acres selected.
"COlif ton, 9,226 acres, at 558. 5d. an

acre. Not yet opened to selection.
"Ori yna, 3,973 acres, at 50s. an. acre.
Not yet opened for selection."

These six large estates (continued thle
IPremier) represented 46,629 acres pur-
chased by the Queensland Government,
tinder the powers of that Act ; and this
result showed that, although the Act was
passed onl1y inl 1894, its powers and advan-
tages had beeni availed Of to Some extent.
it seemed to hini that the objec-tions of
hoil. miembers to the Government dealing
With this M~atter of the purchase of lands
was based on sonic iisappreiinsion as
to the power of thme Governmnent. The
Government dlid not want power from.
that House to incur liabilities. In Eng-
land the Government could manke war
against all the world, or they could make
a thousa~nd peers to-day, and as niany
more to-mnorrow-they could do any'
thling, almost, Without applying to Par-
lianment, and yet they did not, do it. The
Government for their actions were re-
sponsible to Parliament and also
to thle country, and the Gov-
ernient Were veryV Careful not to do
anything, in which thiey would not be
thoroughfly justified. The amend mient
proposed be- the lion. ininber for
Nannline would altogether spoil the Bill1,
ais it would prevent any business being
dlone, and hie hoped therefore that the
House would niot listen to thle suggestion.
If the Government could not mak-e a con-
tract to, buy land until it had been
!)aed befoi- Parliamient, people who
had land to sell would say that they
could not afford to witat while this was
licing done. The Bill provided that land

Ayr;ctribiral Lateds Bill.
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should only be purchased upon the re-
commendation of an independent Board;
and, in placing this provision in the Bill,
he thought the Government had
adopted every safeguard that, was neces-
sary.

MR. A. FORREST opposed the
amendment, and said the recommenda-
tion of what was to all intents and pur-
poses aGoverament Board, together with
the approval of the Executive Council,
would be sufficient to ensure the safe
working of the Hill. The members of
that House, the representatives of the
people, would not sell the country for a
pound of flesh. His feeling on the subject
was that there was sufficient faith in the
honesty and integrity of the Government
to trust them to buy land. The Execu-
tive was already trusted to buy hundreds
and thousands of pounds' worth of land,
in and about the chief towns of the
colony. The hon. member for Nannine
had laid great stress on the statement
that the money with which it was pro-
posed to buy agricultural lands would be
taken out of the savings of the people,
and that therefore it should be safe-
guarded in every way. That argument
could be knocked clean off, because the
people wvho put their- mon~ey into the
Savings Bank had the principal and
interest guaranteed by the State. Hie
hoped the House would not listen to the
amendment, because, as the House sat
for only four months in the year, a very
good purchase might fall through because
the vendors wvere not prepared] to wait for
the approval of Parliament being ob-
tained perhaps six or nine months after-
wards, especially as it was known that
somte members of the House were totally
against this Bill and against the interests
of agriculture altog-ether. Those niem-
bers had only' one object in view, andtbiat
was the interests of the goldfields. Hle
had lately' seen a paragraph in ai Cool-
gardie newspaper, for instance, in which
it was urged that every sixpence of public
money should be spenit on the goldfields.
But hon. members would agree that a
great deal was being done for the gold-
fields, especially if two and a half millions
were to be borrowed for a water supply.
The House was justified in trusting the
Board that wits to be appointed under the
Bill, and members could fairly trust the
Government to buy somte estates, the

purchase of which was recommended by
the Board. Anyone who had any practi-
cal experience would know that neither
the Board nfor the Government would dare
to give more than the actual value of the
land. It was well known to every man
in the colony that country land was not
like city property ; that it dlid not rise in
value from one thiousand to five thousand
in a day. Country land had a certain
commercial value, which was generally
known, and it wouid not be feasible for
anyon to give for it more than would
.yield interest if the land was worked.

MR. MORAN said it would have been
better if, in accordance with the Queens-
land practice, some information could
have been given to the House as to the
lands it was intended to purchase under
the bill. In Queensland,hbef ore a similar
Act was passed, it was known throughout
the colony that the intention was to buy
back fertile lands on the Darling
Downs; and much would be done to
remove the objection which the hon.
member for Naunieniade if the Govern-
ment could say where they proposed to
buy land under the provisions of this Bill.
As far as lie knew, the most desirable
land to acquire was to be found in the
Avon Valley, or, roughly speaking, land
lying between Perth and Northam, also
lbetween Perth and Beverley. There wvere
estates in those districts on which it
would be wvell to settle people in small
holdings, and lie did not think it would
1)e difficult for the Government to say
they intended to purchase land in those
districts. Tt was about time that chal-
lenges between members who represented
agricultural districts,and those represent-
ing the goldfields, should cease to be
thrown out. The goldfields members had
supported agricultural interests in
nenrly every instance, and he challenged
the hon. member for West Kiinberley to
say that hie (Mr. Moran) had ever opposed
a single measure which was designed to
help those who were settled on the land.
Every member should look upon himself
as a citizen of Western Australia,
while of course battling for his owvn par-
ticuflar industry, and should not throw
out recriminations about class interests.
The lion, memtrber for Nanuine haid shown
no hostility to the agricultural districts.
This Bill could be discussed without
such references as those which the lion.
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memnber for WVest Kimberley had made.
There was no doubt great force in what
the Premier urged, that, if the land could
not be boughit until the contract had been
confirmed by Parliament, it would not be
bought at all, because the vendors would
want cash for their land, and would want
the transaction settled. Jet the Govern-
ment give a reasonable price for the
land, and hie would approve of purchases
made in suitable localities.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERA-L (Hon.
S. Burt) said the hon. member for Yil-
gan must have a Short memory when he
said the bon. member for Nannine had
never shown any hostility to the agricuil-
tural districts. He (th eAttorney- General)
remembered that the hon. member for
Nanine had styled the Ministry a
"mange! wurzct " Government.

MnR. MonqN: That was the member
for Geraldton.

MR. SIMPSON : Yes, I was the party
who said that.

THiE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said he rose to point out that,
under the Bill, only land situate within
20 miles of a, railway could be purc-hased.
At the present time the land which the
Government had in view -was, no doubt,
that lying within the districts men-
tioned by the lion. member fur Yilgarn.
That land an 1 other lands lying between
Perth and Bunbury would most readily
suggest themselves as belonging to the
Strictly agricultural portions of the
colony. Therefore the operation of the
Bill was restricted to lands near a
rail way.

'AI. THROSSELL pointed out that
within thirty days of the meeting of
Parliament, a report had to be presented
to Parliament, as required by this Bill,
showing the particulars of any land
which had been purchased and the price
given for it. If that clause had not ap-
peared in the Bill he would have sup-
ported the amendment of the hon. imnr
her for Nannine. The Government were
dealing with the expenditure of huge
Sums of money ont the goldfilds, and
the House had a sufficient gnarantee
for the honest expenditure of the
£9200,000 named in the Bill to promote
settlement. He would, therefore, op-
pose the amendment.

AIR. GEORGE asked whether the
Government had entered into negotia-
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tions for the purchase of any particular
estate, or whether they had any particu-
lar estate in view.

Tan COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. A. R. Richardson) as-
sured hon. members that the Government
had no particular estate in view. He
might say that, as Parliament sat only
four months in the year, great hardship
might be done by waiting until Parlia-
ment met before a purchase could be
carried out.

MR. GEORGE said that, while he
Icould net support the amendment, he
would prefer to see a number of small
estates purchased, rather than that all
the money should be devoted to p-ur-
chasing, one large estate. He was glad
to be assured that the Government had
not negotiated for the purchase of any
estate in anticipation of the Bill being
passed.

THE COMIMISSIONER OPCnow N LANDS:
Not the slightest.

ME. HARPER said that the amend-
ment of the hon. member for Nannine
only contemplated the shutting of one
little door, while there -were thousands of
doors open for corruption. If it were
considered desirable on the part of the
country to acquire these lands-a ques-
tion about which there might be two
opinions-it was desirable that the
Government should have discretion to
deal fairly and reasonably with the epur-
chasers. One matter which Should not
be overloo'ked was that there were large
estates owned by railway companies, and,
if it were intended to buy any of the lands
of those companies with this money, he
would certainly oppose the Bill. Parlia-
inent should Say distinctly that the
lands of railway companies were to be
excluded from the operation of the Bill.
It would be most undesirable, in the
present condition of those companies,

Ithat any overtures whatever should be
accepted from them.

THFE PREMIER: We have not the
Slightest intention.

MR. HARPER said this point should
be made clear, or future trouble might
arise. It should be distinctly under-
stood that the companies wonid get no
relief whatever from the Government
under this Bill. He hoped the Govern-
inent did not intend to deal with any
land that was not within a, reasonable
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distance of a railway, and of centres of
population. It was not at all desirable
to purchase the remnfattS Of Old estates,
at a considerable distance front a rail-
war.

MR. LEPROY hoped the Govern ment
would appoint a number of really prac-
tical nien to deal with the valuation of
laud when apurcmase was contemplated ;
and hie hoped that the valuation would be
based upon what the land would
produce, and not be based on
the price of wheat calculated
at five shillings a bushiel, or chaff at £8
a ton. The valuation should be some-
thling considerably lower than that other-
wise the people who purchased this land
front the Government would inevitably
"go to the wall," and the money of the
State invested in the purchase would go
there with them. It seemed stran~ge that
the land which it was proposed to acquire
should Hot hare been sold already. Why
was it that, if peoiple were prepared to
sell their laud, the purchasers had not
come forward to buy it ? It seemed
to himn that the only reason was that the
Government would be expected to give a
higher price for it than anybody else
would give; therefore be hoped the Board
which would be appointed would be care-
f tit not to give too high a price. Some
people. placed a fictitious value onl their
land ; but the value of agricultural laud
in Western Australia at the present time
should not he placed at too high a rate,
as produce would not always bring, the
price that it did now. He hioped that, if
the country continued to prosper, there
would not be ally antagonistic feeling
between the minirn and agricultural
interests. Let all interests of
the colony work together; andl,
while everyone fought for his own
interest, let that be (lone with a due
regard for the other producing interests.

MR. GOOKWORTHY said thle reason
why some large estates were not sold was
that they could be sold only in one block,
which was too large a transaction for one
buyer to have to handle. In the South-
West, heknewof one largeestate for which
there were many buyers if it could be
subdivided. The Bill would enable
the Government to subdivide such
an estate and sell at a reasonable
price to small holders, thereby) enabling
niany settlers to be supported onl it,

whereas only two or three families were
nlow on the land. He had no doubt that
what lie had said on this point would ap-
ply to other parts of the colony. With
regard to the amendment, there was a
great deal to be said; but Parliament
made the Government, and, as long as
Parliament was not corrupt, the Govern-
muent would not be corrupt. He would
not have pleasure in supporting the
Government if lie thought they were1 cor-
rupt, and he did not think there was any
need for the amendment wvhich had been
proposed.

Mn. JAMES said one strong argu-
ment in favor of the Bill was
that it would open tip land which
was now locked Up, and enable it to be
cultivated. 'The owners of such land
complained that they could not get rea-
sonable prices for it, whereas the men
who wanted to buy it said they were not
able to ge~t it at a reasonable price. If'
the amendment wvere passed, it would
afford anl object-lesson as to what values
were placed upon lands in different parts
of the colony; but the Government could
be safely trusted to spend the £E200,000
provided by the Bill. He would strongly
supJport any project that had for its ob-
ject the settlement of the land. If this
object could be promoted, he would sup-
port a vote for five times the amiount
named in the Bill.

THE PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)
said this Bill would not be one that the
Government would with any pleasure look
forward to adiniiistering. It seemed to
him that it would be a troublesome
measure to carry out, because, whatever
the Government might do, some of their
critics would tell them they should have
done something different. [MR. ILLING-
WORTH: The amtendment would relieve
yoti of that.] It would relieve the
Government of trouble, but it would not
Work.

MR. ILLINGWORTH said the
Premier had admitted that the onlv ob-
jection to the amendment was that it
would not work ;but, as it had been
pointed out that the Government would
be tme only buyer for the particular
estates which were to be acquired, there
was no need to hurry the transaction.
It would be different if city property wvas
to be purchased]. There being only oneo
purchaser, there could be no competition;
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and if there wvere no competition, there
would be no loss in waiting until Parlia-
ment met for the ratification of a pur-
chase. If the Governmen1t were going to
be competitors in the land market, then
thle Bill should not pass at all. If the
Government were going to purchase land
which someonec else would purchase and
subdivide, it was the last thing the
Government should do; but if there were
some large estates which no one but the
Government would buy and cut up into
smnall ho(ldings, they would have no com-
petitors, and the matter could afford to
wait until it was brought before Parlia-
ment. He hoped hon. members would
vote for the amendment. He would vote
for it if lie bad to vote alone.

THE COMMISSIONER OF OROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) asked
the lion. member for Nannine, as a man
who had large dealings, how much busi-
ness he would do if all the details of his
business were to be made public. He
(the Commissioner) was sure the lion.
member's transactions would be reduced
very considerably in such a case. If all
purchases of land by the Crown hadl to
be brought before Parliament to be
ratified by hon. members,* he would
sooner leave the matter alone.

11R. ILLINOWORTH: There is only one
buyer.

Mn. SIMPSON said that, as there was
only one buyer, the Crown, for the land
whichl the Government proposed to pur-
chase. nothing would be lost by idopting
the aniendatent.

'THE PREMitER: No one would re-
sell the land without a profit, except the
Government.

MR. ILINGWORTH said that, as
to the Board being independent, it would
be extremely difficult in these days to
get a Board that would be independent
of outside pressure. He ventured to say
that, in a sinall community like this, one
of the difficulties of adniinistering the
Bill would be the getting of a board of
level-headed men who were not imbued
with the " boom " spirit that was abroad
at the present time, and which was very
likely to get into land dealings. If the
contracts were to be submitted to Par--
liamient the Government would be re-
lieved of an unpleasant duty, and hon.
members would be able to see that
too high a price was not being, given

I for the ]lnd. The powers proposed
to be conferred by the Bill were
not inl optionii in other places; and
now that the State was starting to
settle small holders on resumed land,
caution should be observed. The history
of the resumption of land in the other
colonies had shewed that Australian
Governments had simply been an "Aunt
Sally, " for thecareful, judicious old specu-
lator to have a shot at. T1'le amendment

iwould strengthen the hands of the Go-
vernment, while it did not interfere with
the principle of the Bill. He wished the
Governmient wvould see their way to
accept the amendment. It would save
thein trouble, and be a safeguard for the
interests of the people.

Mxe. SOLOMON said that, if a mail
ihad 100,000 acres of land to sell, it would
be unjust tipubichy discuss his offer, as
he might not be able to sell it elsewhere.
If it were decided to amiend the clause as
suggested, offers of hand, w"hen referred
to Parliamnit, should be discussed in
private by a committee.

MR. ILLING%'ORTR said it would be a
first-class advertisement.

Tire PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) said the Government had a double
responsibility in the matter, in having to
decide not only on the price, but to pur-
chase land that would be re-saleable.
The people wvould not lose a single penny.
Sufficient was added to the price to pay
expenses, and in these transactions there
was generally a commnission of 20 per cent.;
but the Government would purchase and
sell without profit, and would have to be
very careful to abide by the terms of the

Act. People would not be willing to
submit all particulars of their property
to the House; they would say: "You
can take it at my price, or leave it."
The Government 'hoped that the land
selected, being near railways, would) soon
he taken up. He asked the bon. nein-
ber to withdraw his amendment.

AIR. ITJLINGWORTH said he would
not withdraw his aniendment.

Amend ment p ut and negatived, and
th eclause agreed to.

Clause 8-Ds posal of land acquired
uinder this Act:

MR. ILLnTGWORTH moved, as an
amendment, that the words " disposed
of," in line three of Clause 8, be struck
out, and the words 'leased for fifty
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years " be inserted in lieu thereof. He
said the Government, having acquired
the lands, should retain and lease them
for SO years. He was altogether opposed
to absolute sale. 'The estate would con-
tinue to be improved by public works and
railways, and it the Government wished
to re-purchase at a future date, they would
have to pay the increased value resulting
from the expenditure of public money.
There was not the same necessity here as
existed in other countries for the pur-
chase of large estates; in fact, the Go-
vernment held too much land.

Tirs COMIvfSSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. A. R. Richardson)
said the hon, mnember had some-
what departed from his own
principles in asking the Govern-
ment to become landlord; for when
opposing the G-oldfields Water Supply
Bill he said there would be great difficulty
in obtaining payment, and, if that were
so, the argument applied to the collection
of rents for land. It would be even
worse than in Ireland, for the Govern-
ient would not be able to eject. There
was enough difficulty in collecting the
present land rents without the Govern-
ment undertaking fresh responsibilities.'
They were not yet educated to the stage
of nationalisation.

MR. A. PoRnsbT: The rents are too
high.

MR. COOKWORTHY favored the
principle of the Government getting the
benefit of the " unearned increment"
instead of the individual. There was no
fear of the tenant. not paying. The
tenant would feel more secure. He
(Mr. Cookworthy) favored the leasing
system, and revaluation for giving the
tenants renewals at higher rentals. In
India, the Government ownership of land
had proved a success.

MR. GEORGE supported the amend-
ment as the thin end of the right wedge.
The Government had a moral right to
resume unimproved land. There must
come a time when the State should own
the land. Earth hunger wvas the curse
of Australia. H1e knew of cases in the
old country where land had been in pos-
session of families for three or four hun-
dred years, and, when changing hands,
had been reassessed at a higher value.
H1e welcomed the amendment as the fore-

runner of complete State ownership in
the future.

Amendment put ad negatived, ad the
clause agreed to.

Clause 9-Minister may improve lands
purchased under this Act:

MR. ItLLINGWORTH said this was
an exceedingly dangerous clause, and was
madernme dangerous by its indefinite-
ness. It read: " The Minister may, if
hie shiall think fit, with the approval of
the Governor " (lie supposed the Gover-
nor-in-Council was meant) "1clear, drain,
fence, or otherwise improve," etc. What
did " or otherwise improve " mean ?

MR. SizvpsoN: Paint on a fence,
perhaps.

MIR. ILUINGWORTH said, although
it might be desirable to drain certain
lands, fencing was another thing, for, if
a man was not able to fence the land,
hie should not take it up at all.
He moved, as an amendment, that the
words "or otherwvise improve," in line 2,
be struck out. Why should the Govern-
ment compete with nien who were now
settling on the land ? Suppose a man
bought some land, erected a building,
and put up a fence at his own expense,
and soincoile with all the resources of the
Government in his favor were placed
next to him ; would that be fairP How
could the Government sell their uncleared
land, a people would naturally sa"Y,
" Wait until tbe Government Clear, drain,
and fence it"?. He would have asked that
the words " clear, drain, fence " be struck
out also, only there was no chance of
carrying it.

Tn COM1MISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) said
the words proposed to be struck out were
very necessary, as it was impossible to
enumerate all the improvements. if
the hoeu. member had read further, he
would have seen that the cost of mr-
provements was to be added to the
selling price, so that the buyer, and not
thme Government, paid. Land partly
improved might be bought, and was the
property to go to ruin because of the
want of this saving phrase, " or otherwise
improve "? Indeed, the Government
might not be able to sell certain lands
for want of this discretionary power.

MR. ILLINGWORTH asked if the
words " shall not be less," in Sub-section
2, applied to the whole estate.
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THE CO21MISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS said thip price-P was averaged.

AIR. IJEFROY asked if the test of
survey was included in the one-tenth
added to the selling price.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS said it was included.

Amendment put; and negatived, and
the clause agreed to.

Clauses 10 to 21, inclusive-agreed to.
Schedule-agreed to.
Preamble and title-igreed. to.
Bill reported, without amendment.
Tnx PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

moved that the Bill be recommitted.
Agreed to.

IN COMMITTEE.
Clause 5-Lands ar hye surrendered

in terms of this Act:-
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) moved the following amend-
ments :-(1), That the words" 'Subject to
the provisions of this Act" be inserted
at the beginning of the clause; (2), that
the words " situate within twenty miles
of a railway," in line 2, be struck out;
and (3) that the words " upon the condi-
tions hereinafter prescribed," in line 3,
be struck out.

Amendments put and passed.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) moved, as a further amendment,
that the following proviso be added to the
clause :-" Provided that all such lands be
situate within twenty miles of a railway."

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 6-Land Purchase Board to
report:

TnE ATTORNEY-GENER&L, (Hon.
S. Burt) moved, as an amendment, that
the words " which shall not exceed twenty
miles " be struck out of sub-clause (4).

Agreed to.
Bill again reported, with amenidments.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 6*30 o'clock,
p.m., until the following Tuesday.

e g isl. at ib c SA s s cIl I hi
I Tuesday, 28th huly, 18.98.

Qttestion New Supreme court Butildis-Q,,estion:
Rtailway Workshops at Midland J~oUnton-Qnesion ±

Water Supply for Easten Goldfields-Mlotion for
Adj ounhmnent: Administration of Stock Diseases
Act at Froina,.tio-Constitutiou Act Amendment
Bill: first reading-Snary Jurisdiction (Married
Wonen( Bill: third reading-Agricultliral Lands
Purchose Bill: amendmnent on report-Streets and
Roads Closare (Eastern Railway) Bill: in connnittee
-Adjornsent.

THE SF1

4-30 o'clock,

PRAYERS.

JAKERt took the chair at

QUESTION-NEW SUPREME COURT
BUILDINGS.

MR. moss, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works,-
I. Whether- the site for the new Supreme
Court House had been selected, and, if
so, where the same was situate. 2.
Whether plans had been prepared for the
work, and whether they had been sub-
anitted to the Ju dges, and also to the heads
of departments for whomn accommodation
had to be provid-ed. 3. When tenders
would be invited for the erection of the
buildings.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUB3LIC
WORKS (Honl. F. H. Fiesse) replied:-

iYes. Reserve No. 1151, being Perth
Town Lots L~ 15, 15', and 16, fronting
St. George's Terrace and Bazaar Street,
occupied at present by the Government
Boys' School. z. Preliminary plans have
been prepared and sent to the lion. the
Attorney General, requesting that a com-
mittee be appointed, to include the Judges
and heads of the departments for whom
accommodation has to be provided. 3.
Cannot at present state the date when
tenders Will be called.

QUESTION-RAILWAY WORKSHIOPS AT
MIDLAND JUNCTION.

AIR. SOLOMON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, Whether it was a fact that the
plans for the Midland Junction Railway
Workshops, made by Mr. Allison Smith,
had been put aside, and that a committee
of railway engineers wvas now engaged in
making entirely new plans.

i


